The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


The ghosts of the lay brothers of Whalley Abbey have been seen at The Abbey Croft in Whalley 
wondering the paths. 

The Abbey Croft, a small patch of land next to the north-west gatehouse of Whalley Abbey, was 
once a bustling area where the lay brothers of the abbey tended to their gardens and livestock. 
But now, the only residents were the ghosts of these lay brothers, who could be seen wandering 
the paths and tending to their crops in a spectral form. 

The locals knew about the ghosts of the lay brothers, and some even claimed to have spoken 
with them. They were a peaceful presence, and many visitors to the area found comfort in their 
quiet company. 

One summer evening, a group of friends decided to visit The Abbey Croft, intrigued by the 
stories they had heard. They arrived just as the sun was setting, and as they made their way 
down the narrow path towards the gatehouse, they saw the first ghostly figure. 

It was a lay brother, tending to his garden with the same care and attention he would have given 
it in life. He paid no attention to the visitors, but continued his work in silence. 

As they walked further into the croft, they saw more and more ghosts, each going about their 
business as if they were still alive. There were lay brothers tending to their livestock, others 
working on their crops, and some simply sitting quietly in the shade. 

The visitors were struck by the peacefulness of the scene. They sat down on a bench near the 
gatehouse and watched as the ghosts went about their business. It was a serene and otherworldly 
experience, and they felt honored to be witness to it. 

Eventually, as the night drew in and the moon rose high in the sky, the ghosts began to fade 
away, one by one. The visitors watched as each lay brother disappeared, until there was no one 
left in the croft. 

They sat in silence for a while, contemplating what they had just witnessed. Finally, one of them 
spoke. 

"I think I understand why the ghosts of the lay brothers are still here," she said. "This was their 
home, and they loved it. They didn't want to leave, even in death." 

The others nodded in agreement, and they sat there for a while longer, enjoying the peacefulness 
of the croft. When they finally left, they did so quietly, not wanting to disturb the ghosts of the 
lay brothers who still roamed the paths of The Abbey Croft. 


By Donald Jay 


